BACK TO THE gARDEN
CHILDCARE

“If you look the right way the whole world is a garden.”
Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden
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Welcome to our garden
An organic and natural approach
Our philosophy allows children to be children, to

We’ve created an exciting environment that

explore their environment, experiment with the

features everything a child could need to

outdoor playscape and all its natural resources,

develop, learn and grow. It’s also a purposeful

harness the power of their own imaginations and

blank canvas, that encourages every child to

to feel a valued part of an extended and caring

work with their own imagination and sets the

family.

scene for their own personal learning journey.

In the childcare setting, our role is to facilitate; to

We believe the best learning is ﬂuid, and that

provide the best possible environment in which

pre-school children have the luxury of time while

every child can develop at his or her own pace

they are still small, to learn organically and

and learn naturally through the enjoyment of

without pressure.

play and socialising with others.
There is no right or wrong way of doing things at
At Back to the Garden, there are no prescriptive

Back to the Garden, we aim to give children the

routines or forced learning. Aside from

conﬁdence to ﬁnd their own voice and work with

mealtimes and rest times, we encourage

their own imaginations to ﬁnd their own way of

children to make their own choices about how

doing things.

and what they learn, to follow their own interests
and express independence and individuality.
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THE OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
We’ve always believed that some of the best

From science and experimentation to arts, crafts

and most natural learning takes place outdoors,

and forest school, it is a ﬂuid space that has

and with current concerns about limiting the

something exciting for all little learners to

spread of the coronavirus, our beautiful tepee,

explore and a magical area that changes in line

potting shed and garden space has been

with the potential of the changing seasons.

transformed into a wonderful outdoor classroom
where the children can play safely in the fresh

The tepee is further complemented by our

air.

lovely potting shed that has taken on a new role
as an outdoor space for woodworking, and we

Developed in association with our expert child-

will continue to make regular visits to our

led learning team, the tepee now features a

favourite local outdoor spaces for further natural

range of diﬀerent learning stations all designed

forest school learning experiences and to

to harness and ignite the children’s imaginations.

collect natural materials that we can bring back
and use within the nursery setting.
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OUR APPROACH
TO EDUCATION
We are inspired by many diﬀerent philosophies
on early years education including Montessori,
Steiner Waldorf, Reggio Emilia and Te Whariki
and take a ZEN approach by following the
middle ground and adopting the best elements
from each.
These are then infused with our own knowledge,
a love of Hygge and mindfulness, and an air of
mystery and magic to create a fully holistic
approach to childcare that has warmth,
simplicity and wellbeing at the core.
Internally, all rooms at Back to the Garden have
a neutral backdrop, allowing the children’s work
to shine through. We’re also big believers in
taking the classroom outside and integrate the
Forest School approach into many of our daily
activities.
Children live in the moment, so we are mindful
and remain in the moment with them. Our
employees are passionate, energetic, engaging
and each have their own spark. We aim to
empower them to release their inner child, enjoy
their work and connect with the children.
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Eating well and the enjoyment
of family-style dining
One of the cornerstones of the Back to the

and understand where it comes from, that

Garden philosophy is a focus on nutrition and

someone has grown it, nurtured it and lovingly

we create and serve a seasonal menu of locally

prepared it before it arrives on their plates.

sourced organic (where possible) food that
incorporates fresh, plant-based produce, meat

In addition to our own herb and vegetable

and ﬁsh.

garden, we have links with several suppliers
who are very happy for us to take the children

Nature’s way of giving us the right nutrients that

to visit them and see ﬁrst hand where their food

we need at the right time of year, seasonal food

comes from.

is the key to eating well. Especially important
for children, the food that we eat has a direct

At Back to the Garden, food is also cause for

impact on our health, our emotions, our ability

celebration. Dining is a wonderful way to come

to process information and the overall balance

together, to sit together, share a good meal and

within our bodies.

take part in conversation. We enjoy a family
dining approach with the children helping to

Encouraging children to love their food from an

set the table, serve the meals and clear up

early age, to taste it and experiment with it, is a

afterwards.

key part of our approach. We encourage
children to respect the food that they are given
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OUR WONDERFUL TEAM
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Husband and wife team, Stewart and Jeannie Pickering, are the dynamic and forwardthinking partnership behind Back to the Garden.
Experts in the childcare sector, the duo have a real passion for child development and
natural learning, and a proven track record in the nursery business, having previously set
up and developed the hugely successful kidsunlimited brand before selling the business
in 2008.
Their enthusiasm for delivering exceptional care and a desire to encourage more children
‘back to the garden’ has brought them back into the sector with a vision to create an
exceptional new nursery brand that focuses on the health, wellbeing and personal
development of each child and providing the very best care in a stimulating environment
that has a dedicated commitment to outdoor play and activities in the fresh air.
Lorraine Webb, Nursery Manager
Lorraine has nearly 30 years’ experience in the private, public and voluntary sectors. Prior
to joining Back to the Garden, she was Children’s Centre Development Oﬃcer and
managed Children’s Centres across Traﬀord. Having worked closely with children and
their families over the years, and well used to consulting a wide range of multi-agency
professionals from midwives, dietitians, teachers, health visitors and speech therapists,
Lorraine is committed to supporting each and every child to achieve their best possible
individual outcomes and to achieve their full potential.
Zoe Bowring, Early Years Teacher
Zoe studied Early Childhood Studies with a particular interest in outdoor play in
Manchester, and then went on to do another degree in Early Years Teaching. She is an
incredibly experienced teacher with a personal ethos that is similar to that of Back to the
Garden. She aims to ensure that every child is given the best possible start in life, from
birth onwards, to help them achieve their full potential at their own pace and where they
can learn naturally through play and with friends.
Anne Statham, Early Years Teacher
Having worked with children in their early years for almost 25 years, both as a teacher and
a consultant, Anne is passionate about early experiences and how they shape a child’s
physical, mental and emotional well-being. She is conﬁdent that Back to the Garden’s
creative approach to childhood education, which allows young children to have the
freedom to follow their fascinations and to drive their own learning, with an emphasis on
interactions with nature, has created a wonderful community where children can thrive.
Gina Greef
Many people will already know our friendly receptionist, front of house and administrative
manager, Gina. Gina provides a warm welcome to all who call or visit Back to the Garden.
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“Excellent nursery in every aspect. Staﬀ are fantastic, easy to speak to
and very helpful. I always recommend to people looking for childcare.”

OUR
OPENING
TIMES

Back to the Garden is

open every weekday
(excluding Bank Holidays)
from

7.30am until 6.30pm

OUR LOCATION: 162 Sinderland Road, Broadheath, Altrincham, WA14 5JQ
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“Everyone who works at the nursery goes the extra mile to make
all of the children feel very welcome and at ease.”

We understand that choosing the right childcare is a big task, and we
encourage all parents to get in touch in the ﬁrst instance. After
speaking with our friendly and dedicated team, we hope that all your
questions and queries are answered.

LET’S

MEET

We would then invite you to the nursery to take a look around the
facility and the incredible garden, as well as meet the nursery
manager. We’re conﬁdent you’ll love the Back to the Garden facilities,
which are enhanced further by our unique philosophy.
For admissions and all other questions, please call:

0161 537 7999
or email: reception.altrincham@bttgc.com

www.backtothegardenchildcare.com
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WHY CHOOSE US?

Veriﬁed reviews from

“I have to say this is a fab nursery! Generally,

“Couldn't be happier with this nursery. We have

there is such a lovely vibe to the place. I

seen the happiness of our baby each day

completely agree with their ethos of learning

entering the nursery. Our baby is thriving and is

through play and their introduction of yoga

getting stronger with developments every

particularly to the pre-schoolers. Also, the food

day. Everyone is lovely and we know our baby is

seems amazing. They both eat everything up -

in the hands of the people who love their jobs.”

more than they do at home. Fab, fab place!”

“Back To The Garden is a wonderful nursery. I

“The staﬀ are incredible. They are caring,

feel that they nurture and educate my boys in a

knowledgeable and well organised, often putting

child-centric way, making learning and exploring

on super events for both children and parents.

so much fun. Creativity, kindness and respect for

Their chef makes an eﬀort to prepare some

the natural world are at the heart of everything

really fantastic meals and I love the range of

they do and I love the fact that children spend

food they get to eat. I really cannot recommend

so much time outside.”

this nursery enough. I will be sad to see my boys
leave!”

“I have been in love with this nursery since day
one. I cannot recommend this nursery enough.
Happy child, excellent staﬀ, great food, fun and
amazing facilities what more could I ask for!
Thank you.”

“Wonderful nursery with a fantastic ethos. The
staﬀ are so kind and caring and the children well
looked after. The facilities are fantastic,
especially the garden and natural toys. The
emphasis on child-led and outdoor play was

“We are so lucky to have this superb nursery in

what attracted us to the nursery, They also have

Broadheath. The facilities re brilliant - spacious,

a big focus on the natural world and

lots of daylight, fab garden with tepee, and the

sustainability which is great.”

staﬀ team are wonderful too. I couldn't ask for
more from a nursery. I love the outdoor play
emphasis, the yoga they do, the amazing art

“It’s a fabulous place where each child gets to

room, the library area.”

learn and develop in a happy and fun
environment. I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend it
to anyone I know.”
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